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COMPANY INFORMATION 

COMPANY NUMBER: 07523792 (England and Wales 
 
STATUS: The Company is limited by guarantee. In the event of winding-up, the maximum amount 
required to be contributed by each member is £1 
 
NAME: ‘SCOTSWOOD NATURAL COMMUNITY GARDEN’  

Charity Registration Number: 1144976  

Address: Scotswood Natural Community Garden, John Marley Centre, Whickham View, Scotswood, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE15 6TT 

Trustees  
Malcolm Green    
Linda Lines     
Rob Higgins     
Tony Milan    Chair 
Ruth Thompson    
Kay Wightman  Resigned 13th February 2014 
Chris Francis   from 2nd November 2013 
 
Directors 
Linda Lines    
Rob Higgins 
Tony Milan 
Ruth Thompson 
Kay Wightman  Resigned 13th February 2014 
Chris Francis   from 2nd November 2013 
 
Company Secretary  
Malcolm Green 
 
Staff 
Amy Beton   Youth Worker 
Jasmine Burns  Youth Worker 
Sarah Carrie   Education Assistant 
Alison Carter   Volunteer and Garden Officer 
Kate Dickinson  Volunteer and Garden Manager 
Karen Dobson  Education Officer and from 9th Jan 2014 Deputy Director 
Chris Francis   Project Director (left 31st August 2013) 
Harriet Menter   Education Manager and from 9th Jan 2014 Project Director 
Caroline Roach  Youth Manager 
Heather Short  Education Assistant 
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TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT 

The charity was established  

 to provide and maintain a public garden or gardens for the use and benefit of the inhabitants 
of the north east region and others in the interests of social welfare and with the object of 
improving conditions of life for the said inhabitants:  

 to advance knowledge and understanding of the environmental, economic and social 
dimensions of sustainability.  

 

Mission  

 'To promote and inspire education in nature, the environment and sustainable living. '  

 

Objectives: 

 To provide opportunities for all sections of the community to participate in activities that 
improve their understanding of nature and of developing a sustainable environment 

 To provide opportunities for people to participate in the development of the Garden and the 
wider community 

 To enable people to gain new skills and knowledge, develop their creativity, improve their 
fitness, and their overall health & wellbeing 

 To have a positive impact on the development of a cohesive and sustainable community in 
Scotswood 

 To make a major contribution to the perception that Scotswood is a good place to live, work 
and visit.  

 To provide a haven for native flora and flora to flourish 

 

During 2013/2014 our main projects were: 

 

 Food Growing with local schools 

 Providing a Forest School training and support programme for local schools 

 Educational visits for school children and other groups 

 Weekly parent and toddler sessions with Surestart 

 Youth Work programme including Nature Club, Countryside Club; Youth Music 
programme and Art Garden and Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. 

 Garden volunteer programme providing training and experience for volunteers 

 Hosting community events.  
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Chair’s Comments: 
 
Well another year has passed and it was certainly an interesting one with plenty of things for the 
trustees to think about and a roller-coaster for the staff! 
 
 Most people would not notice it but it has been a time of transition for the Garden. Losing our Project 
Director Chris Francis (but gaining him as a trustee) plunged us into great debate and deliberations at 
a time of increased difficulty in raising funds. I can only thank the staff and trustees for their time, 
patience, contributions and support that has brought us to where we are now. Everybody with a 
contribution and everybody listening, everybody with the Garden at heart. 
 
It has been harder to raise funds but the year has meant harder times for everyone; for us and the 
people of our local community. That’s when you appreciate the real value of the Garden and the 
diverse range of activities and groups it supports. The Garden has gained accreditation to deliver 
Open College Network courses which will also give us another source of income, but more 
importantly further opportunities and benefits to those that use the Garden. And there are many that 
do. Please take some time to read the report and discover the projects and activities that Scotswood 
Natural Community Garden offers and then you’ll get some true sense of the Garden. 
 
Despite all of the ups and downs I do not think I have ever felt more positive about the Garden than I 
do now; the commitment of staff and volunteers; its structure and management; and the role it plays, 
and will continue to play, in the lives of the people of the local community. It’s a nice feeling, and it 
shows what the Garden can do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tony Milan,  
Chair of Trustees 
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The Trustees (listed on page 3) present their annual report and financial statements for the year 
ended 31 March 2014, which have been prepared in accordance with “Accounting and Reporting by 
Charities Statement of Recommended Practice 2005” and the Companies Act 2006. The charity has 
had a very busy year, which is reflected in the range of projects that have been actively progressed 
during the year.  
 

 
Garden and Volunteer Programme 

 
Garden Report 
 
It’s been another busy year in the garden, with 20 regular volunteers contributing around 3,300 hours 
of hard work.  As always it’s thanks to our volunteers that the garden can continue to look beautiful for 
all the visitors and groups that use it. So a big Thank You to them. 
 
Projects: 

The main focus at the beginning of the year, 
was on growing pollinator friendly plants for use 
in the garden and to sell to generate some 
income. In the spring we sowed a wide range of 
vegetable and flower seeds which we were able 
to bring on in the greenhouse in the West End 
College. As the seeds germinated a team of 
volunteers was kept busy potting on and 
watering the precious seedlings. In the summer 
as the plants matured we were able to get 
some ready to sell. Staff and students at the 
West End College kindly sold some for us on 

their stall at Blagdon Gardens and we had plants for sale at a couple of our family open days. All 
together we made about £250 from plant sales. We also planted a lot of flowers and vegetables in the 
garden. Volunteers added lots of pollinator friendly plants to our Bee Entrance and planted a wide 
range of vegetables in our Permaculture vegetable beds. 
 
We also saw some new structures 
appear in the garden during this year. 
Nigel Wild and Timmo Thompson 
restored the bread oven and gave it its 
own roof, as well as creating a canopy 
structure to keep us dry whilst we eat 
our bread. Joe Sallis created a beautiful 
pagoda living roof to provide a dry 
space in the garden where children can 
learn.  
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During the winter Rob, Eddy and Chris from SNCG 
Ecoscapes installed three new dipping platforms in 
three of our ponds. Concerns had been raised about 
the main garden pond being over-dipped during our 
many school visits and it was decided that we 
needed to be able to have a rotation system in place. 
To do this we needed more platforms to dip from. 
They installed one in our main pond and one in the 
two smaller ponds. This will help to protect all pond 
life, including the endangered, Great Crested Newt 
which we are very proud to have in the garden.  
 
One of the big jobs the volunteers took part in during 
Spring 2014 was to do some traditional hedge laying 

on one of the hedges in the summer meadow. All the hedges in the garden are getting too high to 
maintain by simply pruning, so we decided to lay one each year. They started with the one nearest 
our Permaculture vegetable beds, as letting 
more light into this area will improve the 
plants growth. It will also let more light into 
the poly tunnel that will be installed this 
summer. Staff and volunteers worked as a 
team to strip back all the side branches of the 
Hawthorn and Blackthorn trees and put the 
material into piles. Then they made cuts in 
the base of the trunks almost all the way 
through, so the trunk can be laid down 
horizontally. When this is done the material 
that was cut off is pushed back in between 
the trunks to form a dead hedge. This not 
only looks attractive, but is a good habitat for 
a whole range of animals and insects. 
 
 
 
Community Green Flag: 
Once again thanks to all our volunteers hard work the garden has received the Green Flag award. 
This is the 9th year running that we have achieved this and as always we are very proud to do so. It’s 
nice that the volunteers can get recognition for all the time they spend working in the garden. 
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Education Programme 

2013/14 was another busy year for the Education Programme and we were able to develop 
new areas of work whilst continuing to deliver our existing programme. 

School Workshops 

In March 2013 our funding from Newcastle council to subsidise 
school visits came to an end. Luckily Sir James Knott Trust 
were able to provide some funding so we were able to carry on 
providing high quality affordable school workshops to local 
schools, although not nearly as many as previous years. We 
delivered 16 workshops to 9 different schools, working with a 
total of 442 children and 133 adults. These included habitat 
work, such as pond dipping and minibeast hunts, 
environmental art, nature treasure hunts and gruffalo themed 
sessions. 

Feedback continues to be excellent with comments including: 

“Excellent! Parents, staff and children all enjoyed the session. 
Linked really well with our curriculum. Very age-appropriate”. 

“Exceeded my expectations”.    

“We have had an amazing morning”.   

“Really, really good – we got to do lots of fun stuff!”  

Family Sessions 

The Nature Tots family sessions that we run together with Surestart West Riverside continued 
to be very well attended and received fantastic feedback. The aim of these sessions is to 
support families in making use of green spaces 
for recreation and to support pre-schoolers 
physical and cognitive development by providing 
opportunities for outdoor learning and play. 

Children loved exploring the garden, picking 
berries and collecting fruit, water play and mud 
kitchens and many other activities. We worked 
with a textile artist exploring costume and fabric 
with the children and parents over a number of 
weeks, and ran an African drumming workshop. 
Unfortunately due to cuts in funding, at the end 
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of March 2014 Surestart decided they were unable to continue to fund the Nature Tots 
sessions, however the parents have decided to organise weekly Tuesday morning sessions 
themselves so the group will keep running.  

Nature Explorers at Lemington 

During this year we were also invited to deliver similar sessions for families at the Lemington 
Children’s Centre and we ran 6 sessions for them during the summer holidays and a further 2 
during the half term holidays. Again we received fantastic feedback from parents and staff at 
the centre. 

Art Garden 

We were approached by Arts Connect to work 
with them to establish an inclusive art based 
activity for children with and without disabilities 
and Art Garden was born. Working with Artists 
Sally Southern and Jess Dolby and Heather 
Short and Amy Beton, from the garden, children 
participate in making art every Saturday 
afternoon in the garden. Whilst it took a while to 
build up the attendance at this group, especially 
of children with disabilities, it has now become a 
thriving group that is really important to those 
who attend. The space that the garden provides 
facilitates the involvement of children with a 
variety of disabilities including many with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders. 

 Forest Schools for All Programme 

We were excited to get started with our Forest School training and support programme funded 
by Make Your Mark and the Ernest Cook Trust 

Forest Schools is an educational programme that involves regular (weekly) outdoor sessions 
during which a small group of children undertake fun, motivating activities such as den making, 
cooking on fires, traditional woodcraft, games, exploration and learning about nature. By taking 
children out of the classroom setting, and presenting them with achievable yet challenging 
tasks that they find intrinsically motivating, we create opportunities for them to succeed. 
Through carefully structured feedback and reflection we help the children to recognise and 
increase these strengths, helping them develop motivation, resilience, self-esteem and 
interpersonal skills. Research has found these benefits are transferred back to the classroom, 
and can transform children’s behaviour and motivation, improving their levels of attainment in 
school.  
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Bridgewater School, St Joseph’s, St John’s, 
Waverley Primary, Stocksfield Avenue 
Primary, Atkinson Road Nursery School 
and Surestart West Riverside Children’s 
Centre all participated in the programme 
and nominated one or two members of staff 
to participate in the Level 3 Forest School 
training programme. The training started in 
July and was provided at the garden by Lily 
Horseman from Kindling Play and Learning. 
The participants all greatly enjoyed the 
training and feedback included "thoroughly 
enjoyed every aspect"; "excellent - great 
mix of active, hand-on and research/theory 
behind forest schools"; "it reignited my 

passion for both the potential of the outdoors and the educational approach used" and 
"inspirational". 

Staff from SNCG worked with the trainees and supported them to set up Forest Schools 
programmes within their schools, either in their own grounds, using local green spaces, or here 
at the garden. All schools now have a forest school programme up and running and we have 
continued to receive really positive feedback and we are starting to see a real culture change 
with schools showing a greater awareness of the benefits of outdoor learning and a greater 
commitment to overcoming barriers to taking children outside on a regular basis.  

 

Growing Ambition in Scotswood 

 

Our Local Food Project, Growing Ambition in 
Scotswood, funded by Big Lottery, has been a huge 
success which culminated in an end of project party in 
March 2014. 
 
We have worked with 10 schools over the last year, 
developing successful growing areas in 9 of the 10 
schools. The growing areas have ranged in size, 
aspect and challenge, from a bare concrete yard to 
dealing with large scale site clearance. These areas 
will continue to be used beyond the lifetime of the 
project, with many of our schools having embedded 
gardening into the curriculum.  
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Gardening clubs have been supported in the 
schools, with more than 100 children having 
received growing skills training from SNCG staff. 
Training has included a wide range of activities 
from crop rotation, pest recognition and control, 
beneficial insects, planting techniques, feeding and 
weeding, supporting plants, harvesting crops and 
much more. School staff have gone on to continue 
this growing skills training with the children. 

 In June 2013 we took staff, parents and children 
from 2 of the schools involved in our project, 
Bridgewater Primary School and St Joseph's RC 
Primary School to the Rising Sun Farm.  

Through visiting a larger scale gardening project, 
we aimed to inspire pupils, parents and staff to take ideas back to their school plots.  

The 2 school groups went on to plant a wider range of crops both at school and at home using ideas 
from the visit, for example several of the children had tasted the kohl rabi at the farm and were keen 
to try and grow this at school.  

The groups also realised the importance of considering what plants and habitats were available 
around their vegetable plots to encourage beneficial insects. The schools went on to create bug 
hotels, log piles and planted a wider selection of companion flowering plants. In addition to this the 
staff and pupils were supported by SNCG staff to consider materials already in school that could be 
recycled within the garden this included: broken hoops as plant supports, making additional bird 
scarers, bug hotels and using old tyres to create herb gardens.   

Help with site work, training, advice, support and CPD sessions have been given to staff at the 
schools. This has ranged from simple 1:1 
sessions with individual members of staff, to 
whole school CPD sessions engaging staff 
from across the school to encourage them to 
utilise the garden and develop their 
horticultural skills.   

We have worked with volunteers across the 8 
schools this year, many of these have received 
support, advice and different levels of informal 
training. 3 volunteers have also accessed 
accredited OCN garden design course at 
Scotswood Community Garden. We aim to 
develop the OCN courses in the future which 
we will continue to offer to schools and their 
volunteers.  
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Cooking skills training has been delivered by HealthWORKS, Change4life Newcastle, to children at 6 
of our schools and at Scotswood Garden with our Nature Tots (under 5yrs) children. The cooking 
sessions have included using produce from the school gardens, delivering the message from, ‘seed 
to plate,’ with the underlying message of healthy eating. 
 
The project overall has been a huge success. With the key outcomes having been achieved. The 
impact will continue to be felt in many of the schools which are continuing to develop their gardens 
further and really embedding healthy eating and edible gardening into their curriculums. The families 
involved in the project have continued to work in the school gardens and use many of the healthy 

eating messages, several have also gone onto 
garden at home with some even signing up for 
their own allotments. 
 
Schools Involved in the project 2013-14 
St Joseph’s RC Primary School 
-St John’s Primary School 
-St Bede’s RC Primary School 
-Bridgewater Primary School 
-Excelsior Academy 
-Broadwood Primary School 
-Thomas Bewick School  
-Stocksfield Avenue Primary School 
-Waverley Primary School 
- Simonside Primary School 

 
 

Youth Programme 

 
This has been an exciting and positive year for the youth 
programme. We have seen the arrival of the Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards and the music night ‘The Garden of Rock’. Both these 
projects have given the older youth group fabulous opportunities that 
were not available to them before.  The Garden of Rock has given a 
committed group of young people the chance to explore their musical 
dreams and for some to perform for the first time in public which has 
added a new dimension to our Open Days and gives the young 
people some ownership of these events and a real sense of pride. 
 
In July of last year we also saw the first UPLOADING SCOTSWOOD 
festival which came about after 17 year old Terry King received a 
grant from Starbucks Youth Action fund for £2000 to put on a music 
festival at the garden. The young people were able to perform at this 
event alongside a mixture of established local acts including an Afro-
American drumming band, a young Scottish folk duo and a 
Romanian Elvis Impersonator. 
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12 young people have signed up to do their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award and most of them have 
been able to use the opportunities they have at the garden to go towards their award. We have been 
able to set up a junior volunteering programme for young people over the age of 13 years to come 
along and help out at Nature Club. This works well for those who still need something to do on a 
Saturday morning. 
 
The Nightshade embarked on their first Bronze practice expedition in September at Rupert’s Wood 
which was a good gauge of where the young people were at. They all completed a 9 mile walk with 
full backpacks and enjoyed cakes at Otterburn Mill as a reward. At half term we did a trip to 
Simonside in Nothumberland to practice their map-reading skills and we plan to complete their 
training in the new expedition season of 2014. 
 

  
During the Christmas holidays the young 
people from both groups had the 
opportunity to take part in the New Year’s 
Eve Community Parade in the centre of 
Newcastle which was hugely exciting and 
lots of fun. We had a couple of 
‘movement sessions’ at the garden, had 
a costume fitting and then we were off! 
We were dressed as flames and ‘danced’ 
in front of the Viking ship.  
 
Holiday projects included a Forest 
School themed summer project and an 
Easter project making wooden wheelbarrow herb planters which Nature club then gave to a local care 
home. It was lovely to go and walk up to the home from the Garden and for the young people to feel 
part of their community. Nature Club and The Nightshade continue to be well attended with a core 
group of local children and young people. 

 
Visits and Partnership work 
The Nightshade had a visit from 
Albermarle Barracks Youth Group in 
June who were looking to spread their 
wings away from the confines of living 
at camp. The evening was a huge 
success and we were invited to visit 
them at the Barracks for a movie night. 
This seems like a promising 
relationship and a great opportunity for 
both groups to develop their social 
skills and self-confidence. 
We were visited by a representative 



SCOTSWOOD NATURAL COMMUNITY GARDEN LIMITED 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee) 

REPORTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 31st MARCH 2014 

Page | 14  

 

from the Mosaic project with a view to getting some of the young people over 16 years old interested 
in becoming champions for Northumberland National Park. We spent a day up at Walltown Quarry 
clearing and burning willow. Two of our older members have since expressed an interest in this 
opportunity. 
 
Funding 
We have continued to be funded by Children in Need and are about to put in for continuation funding 
for the next three years. The deadline for the initial application is in May. The Awards for All funding 
which has funded the set-up of the Duke of Edinburgh Awards came to an end in February this year 
and we have put in another bid to the David Dockray fund for help with the DofE expeditions which 
aside from the licence fee is the most costly part of the DofE programme. The funding from Youth 
Music takes us up to the end of September and has been a really substantial support for the young 
people’s music-making. We will look to fund more musical activity after the project has ended. 
 
The Nightshade successfully completed their first ever Keyfund bid for £250 to spend on a ‘Cosplay’ 
event at the garden. They successfully went to panel and the event is to be held in April or May 2014. 
We received a bursary from the Cirdan Sailing Trust for just over £6000 to help pay for our group to 
go on the sailing adventure and we have received another grant from the High Sherriff Award for 
£500 for this purpose. We also have received £200 from Sir Jeremy Beecham to help with our travel 
to Aberdeen where we will join the ship. The young people also raised £80 at our ‘Christmas Bizarre’ 
event to go towards food for the sailing trip too.  
 
We received £500 from The Jackie Haq fund for the Easter residential which will be a one night stay 
near Whitby with a morning canoe and a hike up Roseberry Topping on the way. We also have 
received a grant of £250 from The Willis Charitable Trust for a drumkit for the music group and £500 
from the Rotary club for boots, socks and compasses for use on DofE expeditions. 
We have been successful in achieving Investing in Children Status which will help enormously with 
future funding bids. 
 
Staff 
In this year Jasmine Burns began her BEL award which will make her qualified to lead Bronze and 
Silver DofE expeditions. We accepted a 2nd year student placement form the Youth and Community 
Degree who’s placement finishes at the end of May and sadly we have said goodbye to Sarah 
Churchill, a valued sessional worker at Nature Club. On a more personal level our longstanding 
worker Liam Beton has been given official transgender status and has changed her name to Amy 
Beton. Amy’s journey has been accepted by all members of the youth programme. The Nightshade 
have been particularly supportive and it just goes to show what a positive relationship the staff team 
have with the young people and what a great place Scotswood Natural Community Garden is for all 
who work and attend. 



SCOTSWOOD NATURAL COMMUNITY GARDEN LIMITED 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee) 

REPORTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 31st MARCH 2014 

Page | 15  

 

 

Events at the Garden 
 

The garden hosted several community events. As well as 
the ones mentioned above, our Spring, Summer and 
Apple Open days were all well attended with an average 
of 120 people attending each event. At the summer open 
day we were pleased to inaugurate the newly restored 
bread oven, and canopy covering which Nigel Wilde and 
Tim Thompson built for us. The apple day saw brilliant 
performances by the Scotswood Garden of Rock and 
apple themed games. 

 
 
 
 

Ecoscapes 
 
During this year, SNCG received 
funding to help establish Ecoscapes, a 
workers cooperative provides 
environmentally friendly gardening and 
landscaping services. The company 
had a busy first year of trading, 
building up their client base, working 
with several different schools and 
private clients. Although the workers 
were not able to pay themselves much 
during this first year, they have built up 
the framework and resources to allow 
the company to flourish in the future. 
SNCG and Ecoscapes worked 
collaboratively on designing and building a willow structure for Bridgewater School.  
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Financial Review  
The financial statements show the state of the finances and activity during the last year.  

Principle sources of funds  
Our main sources of funding are governmental, trust funds and increasingly earned income 
from services.  

Funders  

We are very grateful for support from support from all our funders - they include: 

 

 BBC Children in Need 

 Make Your Mark 

 John Paul Getty Jnr Charitable Trust 

 Port of Tyne 

 Ernest Cook Trust 

 Sir James Knott Trust 

 Big Lottery Local Food Scheme 

 Big Lottery Awards for All scheme 

 Access to Nature 

 Youth Music 

 Henry Smith 

 Local Environmental Action Fund 

 Benwell and Scotswood Ward Committee 

 Keyfund 

 Jackie Haq fund 

 Willis Charitable trust 

 Rotary Club 
 
Reserves Policy and Investment Performance  
The trustee's policy is to maintain reserves to ensure that in the event of a funding shortfall the 
project can continue for at least three months. The Management Committee sanctioned future 
use of the reserve to enable the continuation of project work while continuing to seek funding.  
The trustees confirm that the accounts comply with current statutory requirements, the 
governing document and the Statement of Recommended Practice on Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities (2005 edition).  

Bank  

Scotswood Natural Community Garden Limited banks with the Cooperative Bank, P.O. Box 
250, Delf House, Southway, Skelmersdale, WN8 6WT. 
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Accountants  
The Independent Examiner is W.H.Sawyer FCA of J.N.Straughan & Co, Chartered 
Accountants and Registered Auditors, Fram Well House, Framwelgate, Durham City, DH1 
5SU.  
 
 

Structure, Governance and Management  

The charity was an unincorporated registered charity (date of registration 30 May 2000), governed 
by a constitution adopted 16 December 1999 as amended 9 March 2000.  On 1st April, 2012 the 
charity was incorporated into a company limited by guarantee.  It is managed by a Management 
Committee which consists of the Trustees and is attended by the Project Director, Deputy Director 
and/or Administrator. Meetings are held every month.  

Appointment of Trustees  
Trustees are elected by the membership at the Annual General Meeting. The management 
committee may also appoint 1/3rd co-opted members. All trustees retire from office at the end of the 
Annual General Meeting following their election/appointment.  
All new trustees are given an induction pack detailing the charity's constitution, strategic plans, recent 
annual report and accounts, Charity Commission Leaflet - CC3 (a). Trustees are advised of training 
on their responsibilities at the Newcastle Council for Voluntary Service.  

Decision Making Process  
The Project Director sends a monthly report of activities to the Management Committee. 
Decisions and actions are recommended and taken at this meeting.  

Risks and Risk Management  
The charity is dependant on grant funding for most of its income; this presents a considerable 
risk. The charity has a strategy in place to source alternative sustainable sources of income to 
reduce this risk.  

Trustees' Responsibilities  
Law applicable to charities in England & Wales/Scotland/Northern Ireland requires the trustees to 
prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the charity's 
financial activities during the year and of its financial position at the end of the year. In preparing 
financial statements giving a true and fair view, the trustees should follow best practice and:  

 Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;  

 Make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 State whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended practice 
have been followed, subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the financial 
statements. 

 Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 
presume that the charity will continue in operation. 
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The trustees are responsible for keeping accounting records which disclose with reasonable 
accuracy the financial position of the charity and which enable them to ascertain the financial position 
of the charity and which enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with (applicable 
law, regulations and trust deed). They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity 
and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities.  
 
The trustees have compiled with the duty in Section 17/5 of the 2011 Charities Act to have due regard to 
guidance published by the Charities Commission with regard to public benefit statements. 
 
Small Company Provisions 

 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the special provisions for small companies under Part 
15 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small entities.  

 
Tony Milan (Chair) 
 
 
…………………………………. 
On behalf of the Trustees 
Date: ………………………….. 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS REPORT TO THE MEMBERS 
I report on the accounts of the company for the year ended 31st March 2014 which are set out on 
pages 19 to 29.        
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  The charity's trustees 
consider that an audit is not required for this year under sections 145 of the Charities Act 2011 (the 
2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed. 
 
It is my responsibility to: 

 Examine the accounts (under section 145 of the 2011 Act); 

 To follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners 
(under section 145 (5)(b) of the 2011 Act); and 

 To state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of independent examiner's report 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and 
a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees 
concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would 
be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the 
accounts. 
 
Independent examiner's statement 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 

1. Which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:- 
 

 To keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 

 To prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting 
requirements of the 2011 Act. 

 
Have not been met; or 
 
2. To which in my opinion attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 

the accounts to be reached. 
 
 
W.H. Sawyer FCA, 
Fram Well House,      …………………………………. 
Framwelgate,        
Durham City,       
DH1 5SU.       Dated:  
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
                              
   £ £ £ £ 
       
 Note UnrestrictedRestrictedYear EndedYear Ended 
   Funds Funds 31.03.14  31.03.13 
 
Incoming resources from generated funds 
 
Voluntary income 3  6,200 294,939 301,139 203,110 
 
Activities from generating funds 4  8,597 5,985 14,582 11,331 
 
Investment income 5  257 - 257 138 
 
Other incoming resources 6  3,920            -     3,920 120,932 
 
Total incoming resources   18,974 300,924 319,898 335,511 
 
Cost of generating funds 
 
Charitable activities 7  6,899 273,382 280,281 212,375 
 
Governance costs 8    1,500             -     1,500        913 
 
Total resources expended   8,399 273,382 281,781 213,288 

Net incoming/outgoing resources before transfers  10,575   27,542  38,117 122,223 
    

Net funds brought forward   68,038 54,185 122,223 - 

Fund transfers       (767)      767            -            - 

Total funds carried forward   77,846 82,494 160,340 122,223 

  
 

The result for the year derive from continuing activities and there are no gains or losses other than 
those shown above. 
 
The notes on pages 22 to 29 form part of these financial statements. 
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BALANCE SHEET  

 
    Year Ended Year Ended 
 Note                         31.03.14 31.03.13 
    £ £ 
 
Tangible fixed assets 11   29,959 32,376 
 
Current assets 
 
Debtors 12   32,318 11,842 
Cash at bank and in hand    103,789 78,905 
 
Total current assets    136,107 90,747 
 
Current Liabilities  
 
Creditor 13   5,726     900 
 
Net current assets    130,381 89,847 
 
Net assets    160,340 122,223 
 
Funds of charity 
 
Unrestricted fund    77,846 68,038 
Restricted fund 15   82,494 54,185 
 
    160,340 122,223 
 
The company is entitled to exemption from audit under Section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 for 
the year ended 31st March, 2014. 
 
The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of it’s financial statements for the 
year ended 31st March, 2014 in accordance with Section 476 of the Companies Act 2006. 
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The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for: 
(a) Ensuring that the company keeps accounting records which comply with Sections  386and 387 

of the Companies 
 Act 2006; and 

(b) Preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
company as at the end of  
 each financial year and of it’s surplus or deficit for each financial year in accordance with the 
requirements of 
 
 
 
 
  Section 394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Companies Act 
2006 relating to 
  financial statements, so far as applicable to the company. 
 
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 
of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies and with the Financial Reporting Standard 
for Smaller Entities (effective April, 2008). 
 
The financial statements were approved by the Board of Directors on 11th October 2014 and were 
signed on it’s behalf by: 
 
…………………………. Tony Milan  ……………………………… Keith Robertson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The notes on pages 22 to 29 form part of these financial statements. 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
1. Basis of preparation 
 

 Basis of accounting 

These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historic cost in accordance with: 
 

 Accounting and Reporting by Charities – Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP 2005). 

 and with accounting standards 

 and with the Charities Act 2011 
 

 There has been no change to the accounting policies (valuation rules and methods of accounting) 
since last year. 
 
The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the financial reporting standard for smaller 
entities. 

 
2. Accounting policies 
 

Incoming resources 
 
Recognition of incoming resources 
These are included in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when: 
 

 The charity becomes entitled to the resources 

 The trustees are virtually certain they will receive the sources; and 

 The monetary value can be measured with sufficient reliability 
 
 Incoming resources and related expenditure 

Where incoming resources have related expenditure (as with fundraising or rental income) the 
incoming resources and related expenditure are reported gross in the SOFA. 

 
 Grants and donations 

Grants and donations are only included in the SOFA when the charity has unconditional 
entitlement to the resources. 

 
 Volunteer help 

The value of any voluntary help received is not included in the financial statements but is 
described in the trustees’ annual report. 
 

 Investment income 
 This is included in the accounts when receivable. 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
 
 Expenditure and liabilities 
 
 Liability recognition 

Liabilities are recognised as soon as there is a legal or constructive obligation committing the 
charity to pay out resources. 

 
Costs of Generating Funds 
This includes the cost of Publicity and running events and trips which generate sales for the 
charity. 
 
Charitable activities 
Charitable activities are those directly related to the objects of the charity. 

 
 Governance costs 

Include costs of the preparation and examination of statutory accounts, the costs of trustee 
meetings and cost of any legal advice to trustees on governance or constitutional matters. 
 

 VAT 
The charity is not required to register for VAT and any input tax suffered is charged against the 
relevant expense. 
 
Tangible Fixed Assets 
 
Depreciation is provided at the following annual rates to write off each asset over its estimated 
useful life:- 
 
Plant and Equipment – 10% to 50% 

 
 Debtors 

Amounts due are shown as debtors less provision for amounts that may prove uncollectible. 
 

 Creditors 
 Amounts owing in respect of grants, subscriptions and other expenses are shown as creditors. 
 
 Funds 
 
 Unrestricted funds 

Unrestricted funds are not subject to any restrictions regarding their use and are available for 
application on any purpose.  Funds designated for a particular purpose are also unrestricted. 

 
 Restricted funds 

 Restricted funds are held for specific purposes and are subject to restrictions regarding their 
use.  They are available for application solely on their specific purpose 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
 

3. Donations, grants and similar other incoming resources  
      2014 2013 
    UnrestrictedRestricted Total Total 
     £ £ £ £ 
 
 Incoming Resources 
 
 Grants received   6,000 281,978 287,978 202,352 
 Donations      200   12,961   13,161        758 
 
 Sub total   6,200 294,939 301,139 203,110  
 
4. Activities from generating funds 
       2014 2013 
     Unrestricted     Restricted Total Total 
     £ £ £ £ 
  
 Sales    - - - 53  
 Services   8,597 5,985 14,582 11,278 
 
 Sub total   8,597 5,985 14,582 11,331 

 
 

5. Investment income 
      2014 2013 
  UnrestrictedRestricted Total Total 
    £ £ £ £ 
  
 Interest received – current account  257     - 257 138 
 

 
 
6. Other incoming resources 
      2014 2013 
  UnrestrictedRestricted Total Total 
 
 
 Donated from SNCG   - - - 118,409 
 Other income    3,920           -     3,920    2,523 
 
      3,920           -     3,920 120,932 
 
 Total incoming resources   18,974 300,924 319,898 335,511 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
7. Charitable Activities      
      2014 2013 
   Unrestricted Restricted Total    Total 
   £ £ £ £ 
 Travel & subsidence 215 2,640 2,855 2,461 
 Vehicle hire - 745 745 1,710 
 Food  164 6,110 6,274 4,444 
 Event costs 344 610 954 2,742 
 Activities (255) 5,250 4,995 8,502 
 Printing 438 1,906 2,344 2,063 
 Postage & carriage 52 137 189 441 
 Office consumables 383 845 1,228 1,021 
 Books  - 197 197 99 
 Equipment hire 40 - 40 17 
 Repairs and renewals 5 2,854 2,859 2,807 
 Equipment (154) 12,459 12,305 2,007 
 Training - 6,165 6,165 3,611 
 Professional fees - 42,627 42,627 1,949 
 CRB checks 15 215 230 225 
 Garden materials 43 8,194 8,237 3,487 
 Garden equipment 70 13,449 13,519 2,955 
 IT costs 105 8,094 8,199 1,100 
 Wages – regular 1,344 152,308 153,652 155,265 
 Recruiting expenses - 119 119 158 
 Advertising & promotion - 555 555 2,452 
 Membership 40 839 879 320 
 General rates 205 153 358 198 
 Electricity 198 619 817 694 
 Telephone 123 484 607 548 
 Office machine maintenance - - - 35 
 Cleaning - 115 115 633 
 Premises expense 47 - 47 187 
 Insurance - 1,558 1,558 710 
 Payroll charges 322 838 1,160 1,135 
 Legal fees - - - 25 
 Staff training 20 - 20 452 
 Pensions (247) - (247) - 
 Sundry - 148 - 148- 
 Depreciation   3,234     3,297     6,531  7,922  
   6,899 273,382 280,281 212,375 
8. Governance Cost 
               Audit & Accountancy   1,500       - 1,500    913 
 
  Total Resources Expended 8,399 273,382 281,781 213,288 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
 
 

9. Details of expenditure 

Trustee expenses 
No trustees were paid expenses. 
 
Fees for examination or audit of the accounts 

  2014 2013  
 £ £ 
Independent examiner’s fees for reporting on the accounts 1,500 900 
Annual Return        -   13 
 1,500 913 

 Related party transactions 
 There were no related party transactions during the year  
 
 
 
10.  Staff costs 2014 2013  
  £ £ 

Gross wages, salaries and benefits in kind 139,977 141,779 
Employer’s national insurance costs 8,910 9,419 
Pension costs     4,765  4,067 
 153,652 155,265  
   
Average number of full-time equivalent employees in the year  6  6  
 
No employee received remuneration in excess of £60,000. 
Neither the trustees nor any person connected with them have received any remuneration in the 
year. 
 
Pension Scheme Arrangements. The Charity makes contributions to Co-operative Insurance on 
a defined contribution basis for certain of its employees. The assets of the scheme are held 
separately from those of the Charity. The pension cost charge represents contributions payable to 
the scheme. The Charity’s liability is limited to the amount of the contribution. 
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                                   NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
 
 
11.    Tangible Fixed Assets 
                  Plant and 
  Machinery 
   Total 
        Cost 
        1 April 2013   40,298       
        Addition      4,114 
 31 March 2014   44,412 
       Depreciation  
       1 April 2013 7,922  

Charge For the Year   6,531  
        31 March 2014   14,453 
        Net Book Amount 
        31 March 2014   29,959 
        31 March 2013   32,376 
   
 
12.    Debtors and Prepayments 
 
  2014 2013 
  £ £ 
 Other debtors  835 1,009  
 Grant income  30,078 9,428 
 Ellison services    1,405   1,405 
   32,318 11,842 
 
 
13. Other Creditors 
 
   2014 2013 
   £ £ 
 
 Trade creditors  4,226 - 
 Accruals  1,500  900 
   5,726  900 
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                                   NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED 
 
 
14. Analysis of Net Assets Between Funds 
 
  UnrestrictedRestricted Total 
  £ £ £ 
 
 Tangible fixed assets 4,865 25,094 29,959 
 Debtors 2,240 30,078 32,318 
 Cash at Bank and in Hand 76,467 27,322 103,789 
 Creditors (5,726)          - (5,726)    
  77,846 82,494 160,340  
15    Reserves 
                

    01.04.13Income ExpenditureTransfers31.03.14 
RESTRICTED 
Children in Need 2,750 51,634 47,114 - 7,270  
Sir James Knott 3,097 - - - 3,097  
Make your Mark 15,847 38,772 31,123 - 23,496 
Local Food Progrmme - 128,821 128,821 - - 
Dulverton Trust 2,389 - 2,389 - - 
Access to Nature (2) 3,271 - 3,271 - - 
Leaf 7,066 - 3,150 - 3,916 
Awards for All 9,050 502 9,552 - - 
Ward Committee – Bread Oven 4,000 - 4,000 - - 
Henry Smith 1,784 - 1,784 - -  
Port of Tyne 4,931 - 4,931 - - 
Youth Music - 15,372 16,139 767 - 
J.G. Getty - 50,000 5,285 - 44,715 
Access to Nature               - 15,823 15,823                         
 
  54,185 300,924 273,382 767 82,494 

UNRESTRICTED 68,038 18,974 8,399  (767) 77,846 
 

  122,223 319,898 281,781        - 160,340 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCOTSWOOD NATURAL COMMUNITY GARDEN LIMITED 
(A Company Limited by Guarantee) 

REPORTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 31st MARCH 2014 

Page | 30  

 

                            NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED 
 
 
 
 

 
The purpose of the restricted funds are as follows: 
 

Children in Need The delivery of our youth programme including Nature Club and 
Countryside Club. 

Sir James Knott Education Program 

Make your Mark Forest schools training program. 

Local Food 
Programme 

A project working with ten local schools to develop food growing facilities 
through after school clubs and staff training. 

Dulverton Trust Supported the refurbishment of the Youth Cabin. 

Access to Nature Fund for garden and volunteer managers work. 

Leaf Funded the installation of three new pond dipping platforms and a 
rainwater capture system. 

Awards for All Funded the first year of our Duke of Edinburgh Award programme. 

Ward Committee The refurbishment of our bread/pizza oven and the new pergola and 
canopy. 

Henry Smith Contributed to the cost of a youth group residential at Broomley Grange. 

Port of Tyne Covered the cost of the Garden and Volunteer Manager for three months. 

Youth Music Funding for a music project for local teenagers. 

JP Getty Funding for the project director/deputy director costs. 

Access to Nature 
(2) 

Supporting change grant to enable the development of the workers co-
operative, Ecoscapes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


